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There are 19 MNRF Dams  In The  
Sault Ste Marie District 

Do you know where they are located and 
their purpose? 

 

MNRF Goals for Dam Operations 
 To regulate water levels and/or flows defined in water management or standard op-

erating plans 
 Reduce the risk of flooding for upstream and downstream residents 
 Limit the impacts to life, property and infrastructure during flood events 
 Maintain the structure in proper working conditions 
 
  
    

The dams are used to regulate water 
levels for:  
 Logging 
 Navigation 
 Recreation 
 Water Supply 
 Power –mills, hydro 
 Flood Control 
 Minimum release for fisheries, 

waste assimilation 
Dams are built from concrete, earth, or 
rock fill, wood/timber crib - or some 
combination of materials and  may be 
operated manually as in the stop log or 
gate valve designs or powered as in hy-
draulic gates. 
Weirs are examples of non-operating 
dams . 

Of these 19 dams, 17 are under the man-
agement of MNRF. All dams including pri-
vate or municipally-owned are governed by 

the Lakes & Rivers Improvement Act. 

Waterpower facilities are required to have a 
Water Management Plan (WMP) 
prior to operation.  WMP’s are very complex 
in nature and are based on sound scientific 
and economic data. Oversight is provided by 
Standing Advisory Committees. 

 
 

A stoplog– manually operated dam. 

This is the most common dam type. It shows 
the standard construction practice, is durable, 
has high-water resistance and a long life cy-
cle. 

http://centralalgomafreshwatercoalition.ca/
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See page 5 for current water level info. 

Water Levels in Great Lakes— Federal Budget  -  excerpt from “Restore our Water International” 

 Money speaks volumes:  

Budget 2016 proposes to provide $19.5 million over five years, starting in2016-17, to the International 

Joint Commission to enable Canada to match U.S. funding to study the Canada-U.S. transboundary waters. 

"It's gratifying that, the Canadian Government is moving forward following the IJC’s advice to help protect and restore 
the finite waters of the Great Lakes. Our team has been working on this since 2002. Delaying best mitigation options 
leaves the Great Lakes vulnerable facing climate change impacts and is ultimately costly to the environment and the 
economy. It’s important to act now," says Paul Cowley, President, FoTTSA (Federation of Tiny Township Shoreline Asso-
ciations) and Director, Restore Our Water International.  

Our new federal government is clearly behind the International Joint Committee (IJC), who in 2013, recommended the 
following: “The Commission recommends that the Governments undertake further investigation of structural options 
to restore water levels in Lake Michigan-Huron by 13 to 25 cm (about 5 to 10 in).”   Over a decade of extreme low wa-
ter levels have been harming wetlands and the fish communities dependent on these wetland habitats. The new gov-
ernment in Ottawa recognizes the problem exacerbated by over 100 years of navigation dredging, shoreline hardening 
and the removal of sand supply from the St. Clair River. With this budget the IJC will finally receive funding needed to 
determine the best mitigation option to restore the St. Clair River and compensate for the loss of water from the Upper 
Great Lakes. 

 "We consider the Federal Budget 2016 commitment an important step forward to protect the Great Lakes. We need 
to develop the ability to retain water in all the Great Lakes not just Lake Ontario Federal Budget, Chapter 4: A Clean 
Growth Economy 

   

 

Federal Budget, Chapter 4: A Clean Growth Economy 

Subhead: Protecting and Restoring Canada's Ecosystems and Natural Heritage 

“Managing Transboundary Water Issues 

Canada and the United States share 20 per cent of the world's freshwater in the Great Lakes alone, and jointly manage 

countless other lakes and rivers. The International Joint Commission is the binational body that manages these Canada

-U.S. transboundary waters. These waters are of great economic, environmental and symbolic value to Canadians, and 

how we manage them is of utmost importance. In recent years, flooding, variable water levels and water quality have 

affected four important water basins that straddle the Canada-U.S. border—the Upper Great Lakes, Lake Champlain 

and the Richelieu River, Lake of the Woods and the Souris River. 

Restore our Water International (ROWI) is an alliance of American and Canadian organizations concerned about the dire economic and ecological 
impacts of the extreme water levels crisis on Lakes Michigan and Huron and on Georgian Bay. ROWI currently represents at least 15,000 shoreline 
owners and commercial interests across these water bodies. The mission of ROWI is to restore the natural ranges in water levels on the Great 
Lakes and flows in their interconnecting waterways that have been altered by man-made intervention. 

Spokespersons Available for Comment 
 

Paul Cowley, 
President, FoTTSA (Federation of Tiny Township Shoreline Association 
Directors Restore Our Water International 
Cell: 647-829-7633 

 Mary Muter 
Chair, Great Lakes Project, Director Restore Our Water Interna-
tional, Director Restore Our Water International 
Sierra Club Canada Foundation 
905-833-2020 marym@sierraclub.ca 
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AGM Highlights continued next page 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

May 1st, 2015 — December 31st, 2015 

Bruce Mines Community Hall—April 21st, 2016 

The Board of Directors move the fiscal year to coincide with the calendar year necessitating the 

shorter report period. 

Algoma Coastal Wetlands 
 Presentation Greg Cull, biologist with MNRF 

Sault Ste. Marie District 
Wetlands are areas that are saturated with water long 
enough to cause the formation of waterlogged soils 
and the growth of water-loving or water tolerant 
plants. 
Wetlands provide many benefits. They: 
 prevent flood damage 
 improve water quality 
 provide valuable economic products and recrea-

tional opportunities 
 Provides important habitat for wildlife and sup-

ports rare flora and fauna. 
4 types of wetlands: 
Marshes are the most recognizable kind of wetland 
and often have areas of open water with floating plants 
like water-lilies and emergent plants (plants standing 
above water) like cattails.  Marshes can also be areas of 
no open water with grasses, sedges and rushes. 
 
Swamps are wetlands that are dominated by  at least 
25% water tolerant trees and shrubs. Swamps are the 
most common type of wetland in southern Ontario and 
can often be confused with forested upland areas.  
 
Bogs are usually peat-covered areas or peat-filled de-
pressions with a surface carpet of Sphagnum moss that 
receive their water only from rainfall or surface runoff. 
They are typically low in nutrients, strongly acidic and 
have low species diversity. 
 
Fens, like bogs, often contain Sphagnum moss, how-
ever they are less acidic than bogs and are often fed by 
groundwater and are more nutrient rich, with greater 
species diversity.  

Algoma District of Natural Resources and Forestry with 
help from Tulloch Engineering updated  Algoma 
Coastal Wetlands mapping of the area that stretches 
from east of Blind River along Lake Huron  to Montreal 
River along Lake Superior including the St. Mary’s river 
in the fall of 2015. 
Coastal Wetlands extend back basically 2 km from 
shoreline. However if there is a complex of wetland 
types the area could extend inland much further if the 
individual entities are within 750 m of each other. 
 

STRONGER PROTECTION FOR  
COASTAL WETLANDS  

 
2.1.4 Development and site alteration shall not be 
permitted in: 
b) significant coastal wetlands 
2.1.5 Development and site alteration shall not be per-
mitted in: 

f) coastal wetlands in Ecoregions 5E,6E,and 7E that 
are not subject to policy 2.1.4 (b), unless it has been 
demonstrated that there will be no negative impacts 
on natural features or their ecological functions 
                                   ~ 2014 Provincial Policy Statement 
 

 
When not to follow Southern Ontario’s lead ?? 
Southern Ontario, where most of the province’s farm-
land is located and most of the population is based, has 
lost at least 70% of its wetlands since the time that  
European settlement began in the early 1800’s. 
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AGM HIGHLIGHTS –for the period May 1st/15 

to December 31st/15 
 

Chuck Miller, President welcomed all in attendance and 
introduced our guest speaker, Greg Cull, biologist with 
MNRF. Greg shared updated information and mapping 
of the Algoma Coastal Wetlands undertaken in the fall 
of 2015. 
A question and answer period with Greg and  land spe-
cialist Marjorie Hall followed the  presentation.  
 
The annual report expressed thanks to: 
Funders 
Ontario Trillium Foundation 
Ontario Ministry Of Natural Resources & Forestry 
Municipal Partners 
Municipality of Huron Shores 
Johnson Township 
Hilton Township and  
Plummer Additional Township 
Community Contributors 
Board of Directors 
Advisory Panel 
Volunteers, 
Members 
Bright Lake Association 
Big Basswood Lake Association 
The Kensington Conservancy and  
The Rural Agri-Innovation Network 
 
We changed CAFC’s fiscal year to coincide with calendar 
year.  
The AGM for the previous year held in July 2015, coin-
cided with completion of a two year program that  in-
cluded a full-time Watershed Program Coordinator 
funded by the Ontario Trillium Foundation. 
The fall was busy completing the draft Watershed Man-
agement Plans for the Bolton River, Desbarats River, 
and Stobie Creek. 
We hired consultants, David Euler and Grant Robinson 
for the Beaver Management Toolkit Project.  This pro-
ject ended March 31st, 2016. Written documents are 
being prepared for distribution. 
The Financial Statement showed a loss of $12,457 
which did not represent a true picture as the final mon-
ies from the Ontario Trillium Foundation had been re-
ceived in the previous year but expensed in this re-
porting period. Also $5,000 of initial funding was re-
ceived from MNRF in December and expensed in this 
fiscal year. 

Election of Directors: 
 

The following possible slate was presented: 
Completing the second year of a two year term 

Mark Graves 
Bob Kellum 

Chuck Miller  
Edith Orr 

First year of a two year term 
Paul Perry 

1 year term 
David Ratz 

 
Further nominations were invited from the floor.  After three 
such invitations the slate was approved as presented. 
 
The executive will be determined by the Directors at this first 
meeting following the AGM as set out in the By-laws. 
 
Ongoing Programs  
CAFC maintains an office, website, facebook page and dis-
tributes newsletters.  CAFC has been an organizing partner 
of six successful Green Expos—2009, 2010, 2012, 2013, 2014 
and Sustain Algoma 2015 and will participate again in 2016. 
 
Beaver Management Toolkit 
The completed Toolkit will be available to all stakeholders in 
the Algoma region as soon as it can be printed. 
 
Ongoing Lake Partner Program with MOEE & CC  - 
Ministry of Environment Energy and Climate Change. 
 
The Lake Partner Program welcomes volunteers every year 
to check water quality of 800 of Ontario’s inland lakes.  The 
effort is to help scientists detect early changes in Ontario ‘s 
water quality. 
 
Love Your Lakes  
This is a new pilot program in conjunction with Watersheds 
Canada and the Canadian Wildlife Federation.  It will be in-
troduced during the summer of 2016 and “Love Your Lakes 
staff will participate at “Sustain Algoma” on July 23rd!. 
 
New Watershed Management Plan Discussions 
Two Open Houses for sharing of the draft documents, col-
lating responses, revising the documents and then pre-
senting the plans for adoption to the respective Councils. 
 
CAFC has several potential templates for projects and pro-
grams that are dependent on funding, time and energy. 
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OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Become a volunteer with the Lake Partner pro-
gram. 
Central Algoma has 200+ inland lakes.  Of these only 18 
have active monitoring. 
 

By having baseline data over several years the scien-
tists are better able to track changes.  This monitoring 
is the first line of defence in protecting water quality 
throughout the area. 
 
If interested, please give the Lake Partner Program or 
CAFC a call 705-297-2201 or 705-541-1886. 
 

Become a CAFC volunteer. 
Sign-up for an hour or two at various CAFC Events 
 
Pancake Breakfast—July 23rd, 2016 
 
Booth at “Sustain Algoma” 
 
TurDucKen Dinner—October, 2016 
 

 
Student Volunteer Hours 
CAFC is actively seeking student help with: 
Graphic design 
Photography 
Interviews 
Article writing 
Project Ideas 
Video production 
And ????  
 
Project Leaders and Ideas 
 

  
 

Late Season Snow Fall 
                                 — A Source of Nitrogen 
~ excerpt from AG WEB April 2016 

 

As precipitation falls through the atmosphere, it col-
lects atmospheric nitrogen which is in the form of 
NH2. When snow collects on thawed soil, it melts 
slowly, allowing the slow-release of NH2 into the soil 
profile. Conversion to NH3 and nitrate-fixing takes 
place without the microbial-paralyzing effects of 
commercial anhydrous ammonia. Since the ground is 
barely thawed, most of the moisture and nitrogen 
seep into the soil, adding total nitrogen. 
 
Heavy rains and lightning also contain atmospheric 
nitrogen, but rains heavy enough to contain measur-
able N generally runoff the soil before nitrogen-fixing 
can take place.  Lightning also adds a little of its own 
N, but in very localized pockets where it strikes the 
ground. 
 
Of the three, snow is the best form of natural nitro-
gen allowing the necessary chemical reactions to oc-
cur in the soil while also protecting micronutrients 
and bacteria by blanketing the ground.  Scientists and 
older farmers have observed 5-10 lbs N/acre addition 
with early fall and late spring snow events.  This is 
only a benefit if the ground is unfrozen.  Most of the 
nitrogen-filled snow that falls on frozen ground will 
be lost as run-off. 
 
So don’t despair with late season snow falls; it is just 
nature helping to prepare the soil for new growth. 
 

Have Fun! 
Share a talent! 
Gain Experience! 
Be a nature champion! 
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Water Level Advisory 
 

Water levels on Lake Superior, Lake St. Clair, Lake Ontario and at Lake-Michigan-Huron are above average for 
this time of year. The six month forecast indicates that water levels in Lake Huron will most likely remain 
somewhat constant for this time period. Forecasts are updated monthly. 

 
~ Fisheries and Oceans Canada 



May 2016 

Working Together To Make A Difference! 
Our membership year is from January 1st—December 31st. 

Name: ________________________________________________ 

Organization:___________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________            

    ______________________________________________ 

Phone: ________________________________________________ 

Email: ________________________________________________ 

                          Membership Type: 
 FRESH      $50 

FRESHER      $100 
FRESHEST      $200 
 
BLUE LEVEL     $250 + 
 

Please make cheques payable to  

The Central Algoma Freshwater Coalition 

PO Box 88 

Bruce Mines, Ontario, P0R 1C0 

 

Mailing Address: 
 

9154 Hwy 17 East 
PO Box 88 

Bruce Mines, On 
P0R 1C0 

____________________ 

Like us on  
Facebook! 

 
 

 
MAY 

Sun Mo Tue We Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

>>Upcoming Events 

  

BECOME A MEMBER OF CAFC!  SUPPORT CENTRAL ALGOMA! 

PAY ONLINE through PayPal 

    “Lets all be responsible property owners—every day!!”    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
705-297-2201 

 cafreshwatercoalition@gmail.com 

Lake Huron is the third 
largest of the Great Lakes 
in volume, with 3543 cu-
bic kilometres of water. 

 
 May 8th—Mother’s Day 
 
May 12: Board of Directors Mtg. 
               CAFC Office 
               9:30 a.m.  
 
May 23—Victoria Day . 
 
May 25—DCM meeting  
                7:00 p.m. 
                Location yet to be determined 

Early or late season snow falls  on unfrozen 
ground  add nitrogen to the soil and help 

 re-charge aquifers. 

Snow fall April 25th 
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